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1. A method\ of inhibiting the generation of 
ceramide from sphingoirivelin comprising the step of 
administering a pharmacolWically effective dose of basic 
fibroblast growth factor to an animal in need of such treatment. 
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The\method of claim 1, wherein said animal is a 





3. The methods, of claim 1, wherein said basic 
fibroblast growth factor is administered in a daily amount of from 
about 0.1 mg/kg to about 100 mgxjeg. 



4. A method of treating a pathophysiological state 

characterized by endothelial apoptosis, comprising the 

administration of a pharmacologically effective dose of a basic 
fibroblast growth factor to skid animal. 



5. The method of claim 4, wherein said 
pathophysiological state is fleeted from the group selected from 
sepsis, radiation damage, \ autoimmune disease and acute 
respiratory distress. 
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The methodXof claim 4, wherein said animal is a 
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7. The nfethod of claim 4, wherein said basic 
fibroblast growth factor is\administered in a daily amount of from 
about 0.1 mg/kg to about 1CK^ mg/kg. 



8. A method of treating sepsis in an individual, 
comprising the administration of a pharmacologically effective 
dose of a basic fibroblast growth factor to said individual. 



9. The method &f claim 8, wherein said basic 
fibroblast growth factor is administered in a daily amount of from 
about 0.1 mg/kg to about 100 mg/1 
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10. X method of treating an individual at risk for 
sepsis, comprising the step of administering to said individual a 
pharmacologically effective dose of a basic fibroblast growth 
factor. 
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